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Appendix 1
Modified Coleman Methodology Scorea

Section Number or Factor Score Criteria

Part A

Only one score to be given for each section
  Study size: number of patients >60 10

41-60   7
20-40   4
<20, not stated   0

  Mean follow-up, y >10   5
 N o. of different treatment procedures 

included in each reported outcome. 
More than 1 method may be assessed, 
but separate outcomes should be 
reported

1 procedure 10 Surgical methods and/or nonoperative 
treatment methods

More than 1 method but >90% of sub-
jects undergoing the 1 procedure

  7

Not stated, unclear, or <90% of subjects 
undergoing the 1 procedure

  0

  Type of study Prospective cohort study/randomized 
controlled trial

15

Retrospective cohort study   0

 D iagnostic certainty In all   5 Arthroscopy
In >80%   3 Arthroscopy or clinical examination for 

both knees
In <80%   0

 D escription of treatment given Adequate (technique stated and neces-
sary details of that type of procedure 
given)

  5 Adequate description of surgical 
method or nonoperative treatment

Fair (technique only stated without 
elaboration)

  3

Inadequate, not stated, or unclear   0
Part B

Scores could be given for each option in 
each of the 3 sections

  Outcome criteria Outcome measures clearly defined   4 Radiologic classification and standing 
position

Reported either interrater or intrarater 
reliability

  3

Use of outcome criteria that has 
reported good reliability

  3 Kellgren and Lawrence

 P rocedure for assessing outcomes Subjects recruited (results not taken 
from surgeons’ files)

  5 Radiologic assessment performed

Investigator independent of surgeon/
therapist

  4 Radiologist independent of the authors 
of the study

Written assessment   3 Use of questionnaires for evaluation of 
osteoarthritis

Completion of assessment by subjects 
themselves with minimal investiga-
tor assistance

  3 Western Ontario and McMaster 
Universities Index of Osteoarthritis, 
Knee Injury and Osteoarthritis 
Outcome Score, Tegner/return-to-
sport questionnaire

 D escription of subject selection process Selection criteria reported and 
unbiased

  5 Inclusion criteria

Recruitment rate reported >80%   5 Radiologic assessment
Recruitment rate reported <80%   3 Radiologic assessment
Eligible subjects not included in the 

study satisfactorily accounted for, or 
100% recruitment

  5 Dropout analysis

Total score 90

a The modified Coleman methodology score criteria used on the studies reporting knee osteoarthritis after ACL injury.
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